
8th Grade English Language Arts 
March 17th-20th, March 30th-April 3 

Dear Eighth Grade English Language Arts, 
 Please find below the complete list of Literary Terms that we have been 
working on since last month. You already have many of them. What I asm asking of 
you is to write examples of those terms that we have not read through together. You 
will know which ones if you compare this list with those terms that you already have 
in your notebook. You will be assessed on this when we return! 

 Sincerely, Mrs. Sprigler 

I can demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage 
when writing or speaking. This includes knowledge of language and conventions when 
writing, speaking, reading, or listening. (L.8.1, L.8.3)                                                                                                          
I can demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in 
word meanings. I can acquire and use grade-appropriate words and phrases. (L.8.5, L.8.6) 
I can compare and contrast two or more texts, including analyzing in detail the structure of a 
paragraph in a text, including the role of a specific sentence refining key concept. (RI8.5) 
I can write routinely for a range of discipline-specific tasks over extended time frame.(W.8.10) 

Fiction 
Fiction – tells a made up story.  
Character  
  Protagonist – the main character in the story  
  Antagonist – the character(s) in conflict with the protagonist  
  Round character – A character in a story that we know a lot about 
  Flat character – A character in a story that we do not know much about   
  Dynamic character – Characters in the story that make some kind of change  
  Static character – Characters in the story that stay the same 
Character Traits – qualities that define them (ex. honesty)  
Character Motivation – reasons why the characters act the way they do.  
Setting – Where and when the story takes place (time, day, year, year, weather, location) 
Conflict – The problem of a story  
  External Conflict - a character is struggling against an outside force, such as  
  another character, nature, or society.  
  Character v. character – When two characters are against each other  
  Character v. nature – when a character is in conflict with something in nature  
  like the weather, an animal or disease  
  Character v. Society – when a character is in conflict with society 
  Internal Conflict - a character is struggling within himself or herself.                            
  The struggle is based on desires, beliefs, feelings, or needs.  



  Character v. Self – when a character is in conflict with themselves and they  
  need to make a decision about something.  
Plot – the events in a story  
 Exposition - the introduction of the characters, setting, and basic situation  
 Rising action - events that increase tension about the conflict  
 Climax - point of greatest tension in the story  
 Falling action - events that follow the climax and reduce tension  
 Resolution - the final outcome of the story  

Point of view – the perspective from which the story is told. 

 1st person – the person telling the story is a character inside the story.                                      
 (Uses pronouns such as I, me, my, we and us.)  
 3rd person limited – the person telling the story is outside the story. They know the  
 thoughts of only one character.  
 3rd person omniscient – the person telling the story is outside the story, but they  
 know what most of the characters are doing, thinking or feeling.  
 3rd person objective – the person telling the story is outside the story, but they do not 
 know what any of the characters are thinking. 

Tone – the attitude, or feeling, that the author has about the subject.  
Mood – the feeling or emotion the reader gets when reading a passage.  
Theme – the central message or the lesson about life that the author wants to get across. 
(Common themes: crime doesn’t pay, don’t judge a book by its cover, it is better to tell the truth than 
to lie, treat others the way you want to be treated, if at first you don’t succeed try again)  
Foreshadowing – hint about events that will happen later that builds suspense.  
Flashback – when the author describes events that happened in the past.  
Symbolism – is a person, place, or thing that represents something beyond its literal 
meaning. (Ex. A heart may represent love.)  



Nonfiction  
Nonfiction – passages tell about real-life people, places, things, ideas, or events.  
Main idea – the who or the what of a passage + the most important information about the 
who or the what.  
Details – the bits and pieces of information that support the main idea.  
Summary – a shortened version of the text that focuses on the main idea of the work.  
Author’s purpose – the author’s reason for writing.  
Author’s Viewpoint – the author’s attitude toward or opinion about the subject.  
Author’s claim – a statement of the author’s point of view.  
Author’s style – the author’s way of writing and the words they choose to use in writing.  
 Formal language – professional or academic language; uses more difficult words.  
 Informal language – conversational language – words you use with your friends. 
Inference/Infer – an educated guess based on the information in a passage and your prior 
knowledge (what you already know.)  
Organizational pattern – the way an author arranges/organizes the text.  
 Cause and Effect – the text emphasizes how actions or events cause others to take place.  
 Compare and Contrast – The text focuses on the similarities and differences between two 
      people, things or ideas.  
 Problem – Solution – the text shows a problem and then offers a solution to the problem.  
 Chronological order/Sequence – the text portrays events in the order they occur.  
Synthesize – taking information from two or more areas of text and adding all this 
connected information together to come up with a conclusion.  
Draw Conclusions – to use details, facts and evidence from a text to come to a new 
understanding about a topic or idea.  
Paraphrase – putting a part of or all of a text you read into your own words.  
Compare – to find the similarities between two or more things.  
Contrast – to find the differences between two or more things.  
Cause – the reason something happens. (what happens before)  
Effect – what happens as a result of the event or action (what happens after)  
Fact – a statement that can be proven by asking experts, looking up information in a book. 
Opinion – a personal belief or judgment that cannot be proven  
Common place Assertion – a statement that many people assume to be true, however it is 
still an opinion even though many people agree with it. (ex. The key to a successful career is 
spending more time at work than others do.)  
Sequence – present information or events in the order in which they happen  

Poetry  
Line – a row of words (just one line)  
Stanza – a group of lines (a paragraph for poems)  
Rhyme – the use of words with similar end sounds  
End Rhyme – two words that rhyme at the end of lines  
Internal Rhyme – two words that rhyme on the same line  



Rhyme Scheme – the pattern of end rhyme in a poem (to find the rhyme scheme mark each 
of the end rhyme using letters starting with “a”) (ex. aabba)  
Repetition – the use of the same words or phrases over and over (helps the reader focus on 
the speaker’s main point)  
Poet – The person that wrote the poem  
Speaker – the person that narrates the poem  
Figurative Language – words that express more than their literal meaning (ex. simile, 
metaphor, personification, etc.)  
Simile- comparing two things using like or as  
Metaphor – Comparing two things not using like or as.  
Extended Metaphor – a metaphor that is used throughout a stanza or an entire poem.  
Personification – gives human qualities to nonhuman things  
Hyperbole – an extreme exaggeration (ex: I’m so hungry I could eat a horse!)                   
Alliteration – The use of words that begin with the same letter sound. (ex. Silly Sally said stop)  
Onomatopoeia – the use of words that sound like the word they describe (ex. boom, buzz)  
Imagery – a description that appeals to the 5 senses (sight, smell, hearing, taste, & touch.)  
Assonance – the repetition of vowel sounds anywhere in words (ex. Kate stayed late at the lake)  
Consonance – the repetition of consonant sounds anywhere in words (The butter is better).  
Narrative Poetry- poetry that tells a story.  
Lyric Poetry – short, musical poetry that deals with thoughts and emotions.  
Free Verse Poetry – poetry that does not have any end rhyme.  

Drama  
Drama – a play. It is meant to be performed on stage for an audience.  
Playwright – the author of the play  
Narrator – the person that tells the story.  
Dialogue – the words that are spoken by the actors.  
Monologue – long speech by one single character to other characters.  
Soliloquies – A long speech delivered by a character who is alone onstage (typically reveals 
the private thoughts of a character)  
Stage Directions – give directions to the actors how to act on stage. They are usually placed 
in parentheses and/or in italics.  
Act – is a part of a play  
Scene – is a part of an act  
Prologue – an introductory scene (when a narrator summarizes the main action or setting of the scene)  
Epilogue – an appendix (usually a concluding address) to a play  
Props – small moveable objects that the actors use to make the play seem real.  
Tragedy – Tragedy involves the ruin of the leading characters (either depressing or disastrous happens).  
Comedy – is lighter drama which is amusing and ends well  



Vocabulary  
Context clues – using other words in the sentence to determine the meaning of unknown word.  
Synonym – Words that have the same meaning.  
Antonym - words that are opposites  
Prefix – A word part that is added to the beginning of a word (like re- and pre-)  
Suffix – A word part that is added to the end of a word (like –ed or –ly). 

Boys of Wartime
Will at the Battle of Gettysburg 1863

By: Laurie Calkhoven
p.3-230 

(This averages to 25 pages/day for the nine schools days, not including Spring Break and weekends) 

Dear Eighth Grade,
Please read the above book FIRST, and then, Chains by Laurie Halse Anderson. 

The protocol is the same as before…repeat all Literature Circle jobs (but one) for the 
nine days of reading. This book is larger print and below your reading level, so the 
25 pages will actually  NOT be too much for you to read and accomplish the work.

Sincerely, Mrs. Sprigler

I can demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage 
when writing or speaking. This includes knowledge of language and conventions when 
writing, speaking, reading, or listening. (L.8.1, L.8.3)                                                                                                          
I can demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in 
word meanings. I can acquire and use grade-appropriate words and phrases. (L.8.5, L.8.6) 
I can compare and contrast two or more texts, including analyzing in detail the structure of a 
paragraph in a text, including the role of a specific sentence refining key concept. (RI8.5) 
I can write routinely for a range of discipline-specific tasks over extended time frame.(W.8.10) 
I can draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
research. (W.8.9) I can produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (W.8.4) I can 
determine figurative, literal, connotative, technical, and intertextual meanings of words and 
phrases based on use in the text and analyze their meaning and tone. (RL.8.4, RI.8.4) 
I can determine the author’s perspective or purpose in a text and explain how it is conveyed in 
the text. (RI.8.6) 



Literature Circles 
Artful Artist

Name _______________________________________________________
Date _______________________________________________________
Book _______________________________________________________
Page #s ___________

Artful Artist:   Your job is to draw a scene, character, or one point in the pages 
read that best depicts or represents this section of the book. I am not expecting 
Michelangelo, but simply your best foot forward in drawing and connecting 
your picture for your reading assignment. Describe the person or moment in the 
book that you chose and then your drawing.
 



Literature Circles
Word Wizard

Name
_______________________________________________________
Date
_______________________________________________________
Book
_______________________________________________________
Page #s ___________

Word Wizard:  Your job is to document words that may be unusual, puzzling, or 
unfamiliar.  Try to figure out their meaning from the context clues around the 
words. Look up the words in a dictionary or on your dictionary app.  Write a 
definition in your own words. Make sure that you understand the words before 
you meet with the group because you will be their teacher! Lead your group 
through a discussion of the words and their meanings.

Vocabulary
Word Page Definition Use in a Sentence



Literature Circles
Discussion Director 

Name _______________________________________________________ 
Date _______________________________________________________ 
Book _______________________________________________________ 
Page #s ___________ 

Questioner/Discussion Director: Your job is to develop a list of questions that 
your group might want to discuss about this part of the book. Don’t worry about the 
small details; your task is to help people talk over the big ideas in the reading and 
share their reactions. Usually the best discussion questions come from your own 
thoughts, feelings, and concerns as you read. You can list them below during or 
after your reading. You may also use some of the questions below to begin with. 

Possible discussion questions or topics for today:  

1. __________________________________________________________________  
2. __________________________________________________________________ 
3. __________________________________________________________________  
4. __________________________________________________________________  
5. __________________________________________________________________ 

Tips: Consider 

• Discuss the book’s characters: are they realistic, symbolic, historically-based? 
• What motivates the characters or leads them to make the choices they do? 
• An in-depth discussion of the work’s events 
• A discussion of any confusing passage or event 
• The historical context and/or events that occurred in a particular work  
• Commentary on the social, political, or economic context in which it was   
 written –- how does the context influence the work? 
• An analysis of a specific image, passage, phrase, etc.  

Topics to be carried over to next discussion: 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 



Literature Circles 
Quotable Moment  

Name _______________________________________________________ 
Date _______________________________________________________ 
Book _______________________________________________________ 
Page #s ___________ 

Literary Luminary: Your job is to choose a paragraph, quote or passage from the 
book to discuss with your group. Your purpose is to help other students by 
spotlighting something interesting, powerful, funny, puzzling, or important from the 
text. You can read parts aloud yourself, or ask another group member to read them. 
Include the page number and reason for choosing the passages. 

Passage 1 Page #  _____ 
_____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 
Reason for choosing this passage 
_____________________________________________________________ 

Passage 2 Page #  _____ 
_____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 
Reason for choosing this passage 
_____________________________________________________________ 

Passage 3  Page # _______ 
_____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 
Reason for choosing this passage 
_____________________________________________________________ 

Possible reasons for picking a passage to be shared aloud: 
--contains intriguing dialogue      
--a surprising event occurs 
--reveals character’s personality, change or growth  
--is well-written or contains figurative language 
--is funny, confusing, or thought-provoking 
--reveals setting, theme, tone or mood 



Literature Circles 
Summarizer 

Remember that the Summarizer begins all group discussions. 

Name _______________________________________________________ 
Date _______________________________________________________ 
Book _______________________________________________________ 
Page #s ___________ 

Summarizer:  Your job is to prepare a brief  summary of your reading.  Your 
group discussion will start with your 1-2 minute statement that covers the key 
points, main highlights, and central idea(s) of the reading.  Your opinions DO 
NOT belong in an objective summary.  Also, be sure not to include minor details. 

Objective Summary: 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 

Key Points/Main Ideas/Themes 

 
1.______________________________________________________________________ 

2.______________________________________________________________________ 

3.______________________________________________________________________ 

4.______________________________________________________________________ 

5.______________________________________________________________________ 



Dear Eight Grade, 
 The following calendar and break-down is for the Grammar for Writing 
book that you have. Many of the Literary Terms from above can be referenced. 
Some of the other terms can be referenced and answers sought in the book’s 
index or examples within the work pages. Please check each of the day’s 
assignments, as I do not have you doing all of the assignments within each 
section.  On the instructional sections, it is recommended that you highlight 
the main instructional points for your reference when it comes to the 
application and work to be done for the lesson.                                                                                                                            
I highly recommend the www.grammarforwriting.com cite, also. 

  Sincerely, Mrs. Sprigler  

I can demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage 
when writing or speaking. This includes knowledge of language and conventions when 
writing, speaking, reading, or listening. (L.8.1, L.8.3) 
I can determine or clarify the meaning and unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibility from a range ion 
strategies.(L.8.4)                                                                                                                              
I can demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in 
word meanings. I can acquire and use grade-appropriate words and phrases. (L.8.5, L.8.6) 
I can compare and contrast two or more texts, including analyzing in detail the structure of a 
paragraph in a text, including the role of a specific sentence refining key concept. (RI8.5) 
I can write routinely for a range of discipline-specific tasks over extended time frame.(W.8.10) 
I can draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
research. (W.8.9) I can produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (W.8.4) 

Grammar for Writing 

March 17th:   Book: Chapter 6: Parts of a Sentence, pages 151-162 
    Work pages 152, Exercise 1 p.154, Exercises 1&2 p. 156 

March 18th:  Book: Chapter 6: Parts of a Sentence, pages 151-162 
    Work pages 157, Exercises 1&2 p.158, Exercise I p.160,                          
   Work page 161, Exercises 1&2, p.162  

http://www.grammarforwriting.com


March 19th:  Book: Chapter 7: Nouns & Pronouns, pages 171-186 
    Work pages 171, Exercises 1&2 p.172, Work page 173,                                 
   Exercises 1&2, p.174 

March 20th:  Book: Chapter 7: Nouns & Pronouns, pages 171-186 
    Work pages 175, Exercises 1&2 p.176, Work page 177,                                 
   Exercises 1&2, p.178. Read pages 179, 181, and 183!                         
    
March 30th:  Book: Chapter 8: Verbs! pages 199-216 
    Work p.199, Exercise 1 p.200, Work p. 201, Exercises 1&2, p.202, 
   Work p.203, Exercises 1&2, p.204.  

March 31st:  Book: Chapter 8: Verbs! pages 199-216 
    Work pages 205, Exercise 1 p.206, Work p.207, Exercises 1&2,                           
   p.207-208. Work p.211, Exercises1&2, p.212. 

April 1st:   Book: Chapter 8: Verbs! pages 199-216 
    Work pages 213, Exercises 1&2 p.214, Work p.215,                               
   Exercise 1, p.216. 

April 2nd:   Book: Chapter 9: Adjectives, Adverbs, & Other Parts of Speech! 
   pages 225-238 
    Work pages 225, Exercises 1,2,&3 p.226, Work p.227,                               
   Exercises 1&2, p.228. 

April 3rd:   Book: Chapter 9: Adjectives, Adverbs, & Other Parts of Speech! 
   pages 225-238 
    Work pages 229, Exercises 1,2&3 p.230, Work p.231,                               
   Exercises 1&2, p.231-232. Work p.233 and Exercise 1, p233-234, 
     Work p. 235, Exercises 1&2, p.236,Work p.237, Exercises 1&2, p.238. 


